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ONCE FARMLAND, THIS SUMMER RETREAT CELEBRATES ITS AGRARIAN ROOTS WITH
BARN-INSPIRED BUILDINGS, MEADOW-STYLE LANDSCAPIN SPACE FOR SMALIL LE

AGRICULTURE, AND AN OVERALL DESIGN CENTERED ON THE JOYS OF OUTDOOF
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Il this was grass when we started,” architect James Merrell says

of the field in Bridgehampron, N.Y., where husband and wife

il Stuart Goode and Allison Lasley built their summer home in
1994, James took his cues from the meadow and its agricultural his-
tory when designing the house and outbuildings, whose unembel-
lished forms pay homage to farm buildings—especially the low barns
of Tuscany, where Stuart and Allison make regular trips. The couple
comes here during the summer to relax, entertain, and pursue their
interests: Stuart cultivates fruit trees and grapevines within sight of
the artist’s studio where Allison, an abstract painter, works in mixed
media, gleaning inspiration from her surroundings. “That relation-
ship of the studio to the garden was very important,” says James.
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This page: Bay laurel (left) and orange (right) standards flank the patio tab\_a. Opposite page, clockwise from top left: A little dot of red in
each of Allison’s peonies identifies them as ‘Festiva Maxima'. Runways were mowed into the meadow, leaving the house surrounded by waves
of tall grasses and lavender. Stuart’s homegrown peaches rest on a cast-congrete barbecue grill. The 15- by 60-foot lap pool invites guests
to cool off. An-espaliered-kiwi tree grows along the plank fence: Siberlam Irises bloom early inJune. Beyond the gate lies a composting area.
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